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. fiirii~ to you with the hope that you will hear my complainf and conduct an unbiased investigation. 

Fatlll.Purdaale aad CoDSenratiob Plan 
·' · · :-: \. · ·I grew up 011 this 93-acro fivm oo Mastersooville Road, Manheim, PA (Rapho Township, Lancaster 
COUI.lty) and helped my family farm it Tn 1992,. my fa:thc.T sold a 1.5 acre lot off a billy slope of the &rm on 
Hilltop Road. The lot is bordered oo lhe north, west. and sooth by the funn and the east side is on Hilltop Road. 

·· On I Ofll/03 my husband and I bought tbis farm from my father. He diod in Feb. '04. Bocanse my son 
expressed imemt in the Wm, we usod a Jib..kiod excbanp oa OW' home Wm. our life savings and a very large 

. , m0f't8aie to pun:haso it. · Wo had to pay market pri~. buc dccidod to tako the tinaooia1 risk. 
· : ·:,.·: · .. , I toot re:spoozribility fur implemootiug tho fimn's CODB«VItion plan in 2005. It included a grassed 
. waterWay in field 2. (See NRCS Qmsctwdon Plan...) In 2005 and 20061 inquirod about federal fUnds fot the 
\lillterws)' 800 wu told tbac Wtlro no fi:mds HOd ou:r farm was not high priority. All other clemmts of the plan 
were fully implcmartod. To satisfy tho plan I sought nnd obtained perm.issioo from tbe NRCS district 
conservatiOD.ist, Jobn Bert, to do skip plowing, in lieu of tho WHterwDy. Erosion was minimized by planting fields 
2 and.7,in ~forages. No erosioo was observed in field 2. 

Exdavadoe, J:aeroach.mt!•d, J:I'Oiioa & &dhlteat Coatrol violadou 
. · ·Jn 2008 the third lot owner, , moved in. Our imroduction to them was to find a 

track hoe ax~ on our property oo 1'1114108.  oonvcrtcd a R.apbo Township required retrmtion buin 
to a pond in cxocss of 15 feet. Tho inlet pipe was pbu:cd ia the dra.inuge ats"'llCCt that straddles both property 
liDos ~ an outlet pipe crxk:odod 20 fi:et beyond their property J.io.o ooto our land. Tho pond is about 18 :fuet from 
1hc ~pcrty.li:De. ~material from the bllsin was dumped on our lund, all porennial vegetation was 
resnovod. and soil fi'om the steep "\Wst slope of our land was movod around in pi los. Not only was our property 

violated, but also multiple ~bo ordinances, Ditch & Ora.iDagc Law. and the Clean Stream Law. Violations 
included piping of water, construction in watercou.mes, and pond location and construction: (See Rapbo o~ 
Clcmi SU'CIIm Law) 

 did not respond to multiple attempts to speak to him until 12/.24/08 when be said ths.t bo would 
"continue his ~on aud wony about property l.ineg later." I complAined to Erosion and Sediment Control 
(E&S}ofl...ancasb:r County Coos.ervldion District (LCCD) on 12/l S/03 about 1ilo lack of erosion control 
measm:cs, ~the soil eroding from our fmn. Three wueks of heavy .rain &eri~sly eroded the daluded northwest 
corner1\)f our· property and excavated dirt piles. The drainago e&SCIQOllt recorded in the  docd was 
compromised aod oompactM by this excawtion.. {PiloW JOS-105, Oll·ll.OCB-9) 

 1iom B&tS visited 1llc site but tool: no action. PA Erosion and sodlment control requirca BMPs for 
a11·C3rth disturbaac:o activity aod a writU1n piau fur lUI)' elU1b distl.rrbM.cc owr 5000 square fed. (SMPA Code 102.4. 
b ( 1-3) A lllhlllp(lll coorplshll eilhm-the~ or couaty CXJUei'VI!Ioa dllri:t may rcqu.lftJ 1blt tbc plan be 111bmillcd fi:lr nmew 
IIJld approval ro awae oampl.bmcc.) No E&S plan exists and ax.cavadon on our property was m exoess of 10,240 sq. ft. 

·· · · . · Rapbo Township was contacted on 12'1 5/09. Although Rspbo ordinances require a DEP penr.Ut for paod 
excavation and a permit foe IUl)' crxcavatioD or buiJdiog.  bad no pcn:nits. (Sac! R.apho ~) Wo lcamcd 
that h~ was buildiq a pragc in addition to tbg pond. Tho only action the township took was to require a building 
pCrmit.' hanz~ ~b in his building permit. His pole building selbacb tue less than I 0 feet in 
the rear and looa than 20 ~on tho left ~de which includes "tho dnU.Dagc MSemcnt. Rapbo ooi1hcr cbocbd on his 
building~ did 1hey enforce required E&S measures. (Sec Buikfin& pam~r) 
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On 9/6/09 j fiJed a;~n complaint with PA DEP concerning the· 
~d pcnnits and requestfu~ ~investigation. (sas Dra1l DEP leUM2) DEP's in;~~~~;t 

 stating tJult f tiad not implemented the piped watorway f'O'IllauiDM 
Pleaso refer to the La.rson;~t above lllld the 2005 plan. A grassed waJtmhiVWiir~~Q'Ju~ld 
. In retaliation for: (ilillg a complaint with DEP, we received a lena /r t&~ 1018109 stating that 
; 'a,piMXfwaterWaymust be imp/emenJedor we will benbjecltojlne.J of$10,000~. lM lfVJ6/09 wefJed a 
written requesijor. an.~(JOC.l.CCD1trl0082009, LCCD 11ppeal, ~f~~-out through tk·· 
Ag J?:eserve Beard that (JIJ1' appem wat dented. I never had the opport&t11fly r~P!!:'.!!!!.I!!!Y lflfo.nnation to an 
appeal commltlee and the only '!'espome J T~etved W4f 10 con/lmlrecolpl of our Teqllat. 

On 10/19/09 at 11 :43 a.m. a mes:sage W$9 received mdJcared that pbmnod to inspect our property 
at 2:00pm that day. [· wns aot home, but he visited anyway. He vis1tcd 8gBia 011 1012&109 wbcn I was present. 
Following several days of very heavy rain he filed M Earth Dlstutbanoe IJlld Inspection report. (tee Elllth D~ 
report) The report said there is water ow:tyWbore but fails to mention the Willer gushing ooto our land fi'om 
Schanz's pond or from the pipe from the neighboring fium 'Which I pointed out to him. When I asked  who 
is responsible for storq1 \WtE7r nmo~ he said "no one." 

I called to his attention the MW wet area that occw:rcd nfbe:r :s ~oo and its location, on our 
property, uphill from the drainage swale and below 's ~· 'I'hiJI u where  excavated and took 
our topsoil to place around his building. (Sec pbo1o 005-,,) When I asked  10 look at this area, be said, "'lt is 
ooac of my concern!' IDs report n.ilects no contributioo.lllproblems from uphillllmd owncna. 

NRCS lll'Volvement 
. Due to tbe disaimiaatory treatment I rt'IOC!iving from LCCD,I investigated othet options hoping to find a 

: ~lc altema:tive. I met with NR.CS on 12121109 nnd In/l 0. The NRCS mgfncer. . visitM the 
site in. Febntary, IUld ~ that 's pond 'WII3 spring fed. I painted out the outld pipe from the 
neighboring farm ~md tbe ~ and outlet pipe fiom 's pond. I also poiutcd to aure:nt wa.tc:r quality 
lltcmlurc that recommends ahematives to piping. citing t!Vidcnce that piping quickly removes 'Wiltm' fum tbe site, 
but typically ooly moves tbo problem downstn::am. I said that tbe LCCD plan~· no method of slowing 
down the water as it enters Bl11ha.km- Run. I ~ressed coocems about poDutanm boinl piped dimrtly into~ 
creek. Wbcn I qucstioocd  about the pood•s piped outlet dumping Wlta' diredly OQto our lond and tbe 
garagc~s drain pipe be said NRCS bad DO te'SpODBibility 1o do ID)'thiog about it. 

 preseuted a $12,.346. 78 plan to handle tbe problem. Now, two pipes "WCR DCCdcd whcro 
· pro:viowdy no pipes wen IJCICidcd. Both piJXIM start at Hilltop Road and join 011 our property down slope from the 
pond and JllfiiF (Soo NkCS ~2910) I would l.i.ke to reiterate lhallbc original grassed waterway 
COfrt $2,396.76 and pipoo v.wu not coosidcred ~above the "seepage" an:a. 
· During tbe OtHitc plan discuBalion when I q~stioocd this @sip.  waxl pbyBically intimidating 

body Janguage ro getmo to coaccdo. My hlUband sklppod i.a. and bo bacbd off. On 4114/10,  said that a 
contract woold be drawn up und both and I would oeod to sign it. 1his did not occur. I wu presented 
with a pl.aa and asked to sign it within two days that hc:ld only mo flDISllci.o.Uy Gild QQOtractwilly acoountablo. My 
attorney reviewed tbe coutmct aod ~me to sign it, regardlcu of1he fact that it holds me n:zspoostQlc for 
~ installed on • laod. (!ee NRCS appendix. ~D) ao that I could ptOWc;t the only financial 

. · oppoftunity I had top cost share assistance.. I signed the ~because I wu c;ocrced and QOUJd not pay the 
fines if I did not. 

Rapbo Towuhip c:oueca plpM from Gnll' t'.arm Mild Schau property to waurway , 
Tlw wet amalsocp that~ fiUI1 "s I!IX.C&Vatioo of our propot1)' required 75 feet of 4• perforated 

tile with :r atone draiDifill with a price of$277.SO. · ·. 
To my utter mna:zemutt. Rapbo Township paid 10 «JDDCct tbc dmin pipo from ! field oa the east 

side of Hilltop road to the pipe oo the "liVeSt side: of' the road tfult  l1SC8 u an ioJet to his pond. (:ICC 003 pipe •.. 
, ~ ~:expcue alooe. NRCS required us to install tile line oa 's pi'OpCII'ty thut conti11uos onto onrp-opcrty 
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and now connects to 's pond. The connecting . . . · violation ofR.a:p.ho Township ardinance, ih1~~r~~~; 
storm water management act, and DBP .reguJatioos •. (ICe stormWii.Cr . Act, Dum Sa1Cty lind .EIIctoldlment and , 
Rapbo Ordlnallces) An additional 300 feet of perforated d.mtJi tile :Witii'laooe was installed to accommodate . .· ;~~'{tf.i.·;"' 
unpermitted pond outlet, again at our expense of$13SO~ '{be township did not offer to pay any of my expenseS. 

I insisted on a conservation pnldice to slowdown the velocity of piped water as it enters' Brubaker Run. ,.; ",. 
· for. ...,.ru~ l received no funding. In spite af 's assertion that his measurements were extremely ac<:urate, 

cost sharo reimbursetncot documents I ~ived and used to h.irc a coatractor were 100 feet over ~w.as actually 
- rcimbliJ"Sed; · This wu the firSt and only time f receiYCa .COSt. shii8BsiStimce, so I was' unaware of die need to 

measure the area myself prior to signing documents. When I said that the cost share reimbursement procedure · ·· · ··-· was inadequately explained. I WWl blamed for not asking man, questions. Simply stating that this is the maximum 
reimbursemcu.t and m~ents would be Caken KiWr c::ompJetion would have suffiecd.. In every instnnce I had 
I -2 days to sign documenlll with the threat ofloss of :funding . 

. S•u:zmuary 
· : .. ' ' · In swrunary, I was treated in a negative, dia.criminatory way.lwu subj~ to a different set of rules and 

standards than the adjoining land owners ODd coerced into paying for and correcting problems ~ by others. 
Rapho Township ordioana:s and PA DEP rules were bfawttly ~and violattld BJld ao oae from LCCD, 
NRCS, or Rapho TOW11Sbip held  or  acoountablc fur their violmoos of these rulllS and onllnaoces. 

· The entire situation was tumcd on its bead, holding only me accountBblc for the problem simply because my fimn 
lies downstream :from the violators.  rnisropresented the 2005 conservation plan and itt requirements to 
force me to install a piped waleiWay. The original plan required a gn&SS.ed waterway and mozphcd into a plan 
requiring two nnderground pipes from Hilltop Road. When I quer«ioned the planners and cited "best practico" 
app.toadtc:s, I wu ignored. insultod, and intimidllted. I was denied tbe opportunity to appeal tho actions of LCCD 
• witilout as much BIJ a boar.ing. I was threatened with fines if! did oot do exactly as ~ and I was 
~ into paying fOl' a "solution" that should have boco solved usiaJ infiltrntioo methods. 

: · .• The only eofO:nlC'UDeot actioa taken was to rcq:uiR me to inst.JI a piped "MMlrJrWay. The IJlClSS88I' to the 
neighboring land ownc:n is violating Jaws and regulations are of no~- The message to me is, "If you que8tioo us, we wiU make you pay... · · 

. Because I am a WOID4D BOd questioned these mea in authority positions, "l wau treated u s second class 
citizen. denied due ,P£OCCfiS. and my civil rights were violakd. Becuase fcdcnl fuodJ arc ia:volwd, I would like 
your~ to invcstigam .my complaint. Every citizen dcsaves and must receive~ trcarmcnt under 
rhe law aud our laws must be equitably cttfotood. 
1·• •I i,' J' '• ·' '. 

11 .•.• ~.~·~;~. 
., ' S~ly., 

 

Cc: SenaWr Robert P Casey 
· · · .. Mr. Tom Vihat.k, USDA 
~ .,.,}:j~\~IY '!! Singklton, USDA 
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